
Called Board Meeting 
February 23, 2005 

 
 

Present: Axner, Bonardi, Gurtis, Quiggle, Tatum, Thompson, Womble excused 
  from meeting due to family illness, Love, McCormick, Cox, 
  Thomas, Atkinson, Howington, Britt, Spence, Kathy McDonald 
  from The Sanford Herald, and Mark Lilly from WBF-TV 46. 

 
The Lee County Board of Education meeting was called to order by Chairman 
Tatum. 
 
Chairman Tatum shared a moment of silence for the Womble and Angel families 
with the Board. 
 
Chairman Tatum read the following prepared statement: 
 

Lee County Board of Education 
Statement regarding Half Cent Local Option Sales Tax Proposal 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Lee County Schools are facing a critical need for new and renovated facilities in which to 
provide quality instructional activities for our children.   
 
While we are excited about the fall opening of Southern Lee High School, and extremely 
appreciative of the County’s funding of that project, we now face fifty two (52) million 
dollars in capital improvements over the next five years, primarily focused on the 
construction of a middle school, the construction phase to address the overcrowding 
conditions of each of our seven elementary schools, and the renovations to the Floyd L. 
Knight School and the existing Lee County High School. 
 
Our two middle schools are over capacity.  This overcrowding has necessitated the 
placement of 13 mobile classrooms at both East Lee Middle School and West Lee Middle 
School. Our community recognizes this as being unacceptable and thus the need for an 
additional middle school. 
 
Governor Easley’s unfunded initiative to reduce class size in the elementary grades has 
resulted in overcrowding in each of our seven elementary schools. Expanding use of 
technology has also increased our system’s need for instructional space. In our 
elementary schools, we have students being taught in storage areas, teacher resource 
rooms, and other areas never intended to be used as classrooms. The Governor’s mandate 
will soon necessitate mobile classrooms being used at our elementary schools while we 
address a permanent building solution. 
 
As the Lee County Board of Education and school system administration reviewed these 
facility needs, it became clear to us that we must find a way to meet these needs sooner 
rather than later.  Recognizing Lee County’s limitations in the ability to fund school 
facilities, as well as the need to fund other county programs that are essential to our 
citizens, the Lee County Board of Education is, by resolution, recommending that 
the Lee County Board of Commissioners seek approval of a half-cent local option 
sales tax to fund future school capital improvements from the North Carolina 
General Assembly. 
 
We believe this dedicated funding source will go a long way to meet the Capital 
Improvement needs of the Lee County School System.  A half cent sales tax will generate 
approximately three (3) million dollars annually for future capital improvements of 
school facilities.  A dedicated funding source such as the local option half cent sales tax 
will allow us to immediately begin an aggressive capital improvement plan – a plan that 
will provide quality educational facilities for our children.  We further believe that quality 
educational facilities, coupled with a sound instructional program, will enhance economic 
development efforts and the quality of life in Sanford and Lee County. 
 



 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
William P. Tatum, Chairman 
Lee County Board of Education 
February 23, 2005 
 
Motion: Tatum 
Second: Thompson   I move that the Lee County Board of 
      Education adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING INCREASE IN  
LOCAL SALES TAX FOR SCHOOL CAPITAL NEEDS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Lee County Board of Education finds that the faculties and 
students at the elementary and middle schools are experiencing severe overcrowding and 
urgently need additional classrooms; and  
 
 WHEREAS, these conditions are due primarily to (1) increased student 
enrollment, (2) mandated decreases in class size, (3) unfunded mandates imposed upon 
local boards by state and federal legislation, (4) expanding requirements for children with 
special needs, (5) second language programs, and (6) computer technology demands; and  
 
 WHEREAS, providing adequate facilities and quality educational opportunities 
for our children and teachers are fundamental to the economy of Lee County and the 
prosperity of its residents; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the only new revenue source reasonably and presently available is 
the local sales tax; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Lee County presently has a local 2.5 percent sales tax on local sales 
and the Lee County Board of Commissioners lacks the legal authority to levy an increase 
thereof; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Lee County Board of Education finds that, particularly in light of 
the circumstances herein cited, an increase in the local sales tax from 2.5 percent to 3.00 
percent to be used exclusively for the capital needs of our school facilities is necessary 
and the fairest source of revenue available. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lee County Board of 
Education: 
 
 1. The Lee County Board of Commissioners is requested to immediately  
  contact our legislative delegation in the North Carolina General Assembly  
  to secure the necessary legal authority to increase the local sales tax from  
  2.5 percent to 3.00 percent. 
 
 2. That thereafter, the 2.5 percent sales tax on local sales be increased to 3.00 
  percent and that the revenue derived from the additional 0.5 percent be  
  used solely and exclusively for the capital needs of our public schools. 
 
 3. This Resolution is effective upon its adoption, and a copy hereof shall be  
  forwarded to the Lee County Board of Commissioners and to our   
  legislative delegation in the North Carolina General Assembly. 
 
 Adopted this 23rd day of February, 2005. 
 
     
      ____________________________ 
      Chairman 
 



With no objection, Mr. Thompson called the question. 
Action: Carried Unanimously 
 
Action on the motion: Carried Unanimously 
Axner, Bonardi, Gurtis, Quiggle, Tatum, 
Thompson voting “yes” 
 
Motion: Bonardi 
Second: Axner 
Action: Carried Unanimously  I move to adjourn. 
 
 
             
      Dr. James T. McCormick 
      Superintendent, Secretary 
 
 
             
      William P. Tatum, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
       

 
 
 


